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Course requirements 
 
For credits: Weekly questions: every week we will send you three questions, 

of which you need to answer two (at least). Send your answers to 
marie.vanloon@unibas.ch and melanie.sarzano@unibas.ch, by 
Monday evening (midnight at the latest). Each week one of the 
students will be in charge of presenting his or her answers in 
class. 

 
 

Final essay: write an essay at the end of the semester, the 
deadline for handing in the essay is the 30th of June 2017. A 
draft of your final essay can be sent until the 28th of May, and 
will be discussed during the last class dedicated to essay writing. 
Length of the essay: 1200-1300 words (more or less three pages). 

 
 

* “Rights to snooze”: we generously give you three opportunities 
for “snoozing” and not doing your work as would usually be 
required. You use a “right to snooze” every time you either (i) do 
not send your answers in on Monday evening, or (ii) do not show 
up in class. If you loose more than your three rights to snooze, 
we will not be in a position to give you credits for taking this 
class. 

 
 

** Proseminar work (optional): there is the possibility to write a 
proseminar work for this class. 

 
 
 
For participation only: If you are only interested in the topic and not interested in 

taking the course for credits, we still require of you to: do the 
compulsory reading each week before coming to class, and be 
prepared for discussion. 
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Proseminar Syllabus 
 
22.02. – INTRODUCTION TO THE CLASS AND TOPIC 
Course requirements 
Introduction to the topic of philosophy of action 
 
 
PART I: ACTS AND ACTIONS 
 
01.03. – Frankfurt, H. G., (1978). ‘The Problem of Action’ 
 
08.03. – no class –  
 
15.03. – Bennett, D., (1973). ‘Shooting, Killing and Dying’ 
 
22.03. – von Wright, G. H., (1963). ‘Norm and Action: a logical enquiry’, Act and Ability 
 
29.03. – Mele, A., (2009). ‘Mental actions: a case study’ 
 
 
PART II: ACTION AND INTENTION 
 
05.04. – Anscombe, G. E. M., (1957). Intention (§5-§20) 
 
12.04. – Searle, (1980). ‘The Intentionality of Intention and Action’ 

 
19.04. – Bratman, M., (1984). ‘Two-Faces of Intention’ 
 
 
PART III: REASONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
 
26.04. – Knobe, J., (2004). ‘The Concept of Intentional Action: A Case Study in the Uses of  

Folk Psychology’ 
 
03.05. – Davidson, D., (1963). ‘Actions, Reasons, and Causes’ 
 
10.05. – no class – 
 
17.05. – Alvarez, M., (2009). ‘How Many Kinds of Reasons?’ 
 
 
PART IV: IRRATIONAL ACTIONS  
 
24.05. – Arpaly, N., (2000). ‘On Acting Rationally Against One’s Best Judgement’ 
 
 
31.05.17 – ESSAY WRITING 
Essay guidelines and discussion 
Documents on how to write a philosophy essay 
 


